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This book interprets and valorizes a range of significant objects from the rich cultural and 

artistic heritage of Babungo, formerly the most important iron-working centre in cameroon. 

comprising thousands of pieces, the treasure of the talented sculptor kings of Babungo is still 

the most impressive of the grasslands (north-Western cameroon). it is an invitation to visit 

this kingdom—with its artistic and cultural wealth—and the places that preserve its memory. 

This volume offers the visitor works, photographs, primary sources of information, inspiration 

and knowledge regarding this remarkable cultural heritage of cameroon.

here, sculptor kings and artists have used a sculptural language that is carefully coded in mul-

tiple motifs, allowing them to express ideas, beliefs, mythical scenes and historic events sur-

rounded by legend. Beyond the beauty of the forms, we find all the essential concerns of man 

in the majority of the plastic productions: the struggle for survival, the fascination and fear of 

death, the aspiration for happiness and love, the thirst for power, the strength of friendship, the 

need to preserve an ancestral heritage, fear of the future, the relations between peoples and 

the problems of war and peace.

Jean-Paul notué received his doctorate from the université de paris i, and is a maître de 

recherche, a professor in the history of art, anthropology and museology, and head of the 

section arts plastiques et histoire de l’art at the université de Yaoundé i, as well as being a 

research associate at irD (ex orsTom) and a member of icom.

Bianca Triaca is an architect who specialises in museology and museography at the faculty of 

architecture at the politecnico di milano. she has taught the history of art and since 1994 has 

been involved with international cooperation and artistic heritage as an element of development.
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